Goals for Students in GATE

The major goals for students participat-
ing in the GATE program are to:

Excel in academic attainment in the
core curriculum beyond grade level
expectancies

Advance in verbal and oral commu-
nication

Create original and worthwhile
products in academic areas and in
fine arts

Exhibit leadership and responsible
decision-making behavior

Develop self-responsibility through
leadership and service

Employ ethical standards in decision
making

Apply systematic problem solving
techniques

Expand awareness of choices and
develop  realistic  understanding
about personal abilities

Develop critical thinking skills

Stimulate and encourage creative
solutions in an encouraging and
open academic environment.

(Adapted from works by the California Association of the Gifted )
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GATE Mission Statement

The Fullerton School District believes all
students, including gifted and talented,
develop to their full potential when their
unique strengths are identified and sup-
ported in their learning environments.
The Fullerton School District is committed
to providing, differentiated, in-depth,
complex, and accelerated opportunities
for our GATE students.
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THE PROGRAM

The FSD Gifted And Talented Education
(GATE) program provides an appropriate dif-
ferentiated curriculum for gifted students within
the Fullerton School Dlstrict. GATE classes em-
phasize scholarly attributes, grade level
themes, novelty, depth and complexity. The
core curriculum is accelerated in GATE classes
for individuals and groups of learners appropri-
ate to their needs and abilities.

The GATE program provides an integration
of literature, fine arts, math, social studies,
and science in GATE-designated and
GATE-cluster classrooms. Classroom Cur-
riculum integrates depth and complexity of
principles, theories, and generalizations
into the core curriculum. Projects and
presentations emphasize the use of prima-
ry resources. An emphasis on higher-level
thinking allows students to transfer their
learning to new situations and to generate
new information and products. Advanced
content is taught in mathematics, while
core skills and problem solving are rein-
forced. Peers encourage a high academic
level of interaction.

PLACEMENT

GATE-designated Class: Identified
gifted students at nearby schools at-
tend one of the designated schools
where they participate in GATE classes
and experience activities with their like-
minded peers. These schools include:
Acacia, Golden Hill, Hermosa Drive,
Laguna Road, Richman and Sunset
Lane.

GATE Cluster: GATE Cluster classes
are available for identified GATE stu-
dents in grades 3-6 at all schools. The-
se classes contain small groups of iden-
tified GATE students receiving enrich-
ment in the regular classroom. Through
flexible grouping, students are provid-
ed with differentiated instruction
throughout the school day.

Jr. High GATE/Honors: GATE and
Honors courses are designed to pre-
pare students to be college and career
ready and consider pathways to high
school programs that my include Ad-
vanced Placement (AP), International
Baccalaureate(IB), and advanced tech-
nology programs. Please see specific
school websites for placement proce-
dures and course offerings.

GATE Website: www.fullertonsd.org/GATE

IDENTIFICATION

GATE screening is an ongoing process,
and all students have an equal oppor-
tunity to be screened for placement in
the GATE program. Students may be
nominated for screening by parents,
teachers, the school’s Student Interven-
tion Team, or other persons familiar with
the student’s performance. Standardized
test scores and student work are moni-
tored each year to ensure that students
demonstrating extraordinary achieve-
ment are found either through nomina-
tion or by a review of the data. Screening
corresponds with Fall Conferences each
year. Students meeting the screening
requirements are moved on to the test-
ing round in the Identification Process.

*All  students in second grade are
screened for GATE testing each fall. Par-
ents of second grade students are given
an opportunity to Opt Out of this GATE
Screening by signing the “Opt Out”
form. Students in the 89" percentile or
above are moved on to the second
round, which includes a GATE ability
test.

Students may test three (3) times in the Fullerton
School District (*including Grade 2)




